CHAPTER 48
Baby's Spiritual Education
The Spirit, We have come now to the discussion of that
education which has to do with the spirit, the knowledge and
sense of right and wrong, the judgment, the inclination and
ability to decide for that which is best and right There is a
spiritual life that cannot be ignored, in contradistinction to that
which is purely physical and material or materialistic. It is
the spirit that gives life or takes from it. The spirit—that
part of the individual that has to do with the emotions of love
or hate, of joy or sorrow, of happiness or distress, of hope or
fear, of anticipation or regret. The spirit—that which has to clo
with self-love and disregard of others, or with self-forget ful-
ness in the larger vision of the world as a whole, that which
partakes of self-interest or of interest in others, in things, in
principles. The spirit—that which reaches out after the good,
the beneficent, and the true, or which finds a satisfaction of a
kind in mere selfish pleasure, sensuality, and vanity. The spirit
—that which is drawn out in response to what is beautiful and
noble and lovely and fine, or is influenced by the mediocre, the
sordid, the ugly, the gross. The spirit—that which feels de-
pendence upon a higher power and looks for guidance thereto,
or which in selfish independence has no sense of a Creator or
of moral obligations*
The Baby's Spirit The baby when born has no spirit. He
has sensation of hunger, of discomfort. From the moment of
his birth, he begins to take on the spirit of the home into which
he has been born. He reacts to certain stimuli, becomes con-
scious of his surroundings, feels a sequence of events in his daily
life, begins to realize that certain causes bring definite results,
develops feelings of irritation or antagonism in irregularities,
or of pleasure and delight at sight of things he enjoys. He is
influenced by human sound, human voices, human hands, and
he develops a spiritual reaction. His powers of imitation which
develop from day to day cause him to imitate facial expression
and tone of voice of those nearest to him. He copies various re-
(332)

